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I would like to remind you that members who 
change their address or e-mail address inform 
our treasurer at

eudxf@eudxf.eu

changechange

of addressof address
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The EUDXF has sponsored quite a number of DXpedition that took place in 2023. We would 

like you to vote for your best DXpedition of the year. The results will be published in the next 

newsletter.  By separate e-mail you will receive a link to the voting application.
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Welcoming Words of the President

I like to wish all our members and their 
families a healthy and prosperous 2024. 

In 2024 we will work on several im-
provements and off ering a better service 
to our members. It is with great pleasure 
to announce that we have decided to 
release 6 newsletters per year, starting 
in January. With that we can inform you 
better and publish DXpedition stories 
sooner after the DXpeditions took place.

I would also like to thank all the mem-
bers (60) that took the time to fi ll out 
the questionnaire. The questionnaire is 
the voice to the members. The results 
will help us to better understand what 
our members like, dislike, want to see 
improvements, etc. We will look at what 
we can do diff erently, what we can intro-
duce, where we can improve, but I hope 
you understand we cannot always meet 
all individual requests or suggestions. In 
a next newsletter we will present a sum-
mary of the results.

The 37EUDXF Activity Month - November 2023
BY ALEX VAN HENGEL, PA1AW

But let’s fi rst have a look back to the 
year that passed. The solar activity is 
gradually climbing to its maximum of 
the solar cycle and some predictions say 
the maximum would even arrive one 
year earlier, so 2024 may bring us a lot of 
good DX.

The past year has shown a lot of ac-
tivities with major DXpeditions which all 
could enjoy and with the improved con-
ditions, many people could add contacts 
on the higher bands. Since we have bet-
ter conditions and no travel restrictions 
anymore (due to Covid), we, as EUDXF 
have received 26 requests which is a 
substantial increased compared to 2022. 
This is a great development as it shows 
that EUDXF is seen as one of the major 
foundations for supporting DXpeditions, 
but at the same time it is also putting 
pressure on the fi nancial situation of the 
EUDXF as we need to spend more money 
to honor all these requests.

The EUDXF activity month was again a 
success and over 60,000 QSO were made. 
We certainly like to have the same par-
ticipation later this year again, but even 
better to have more countries participat-
ing with a special call sign.

I’m wishing you a lot of fun reading the 
DXpedition stories where you will fi nd 
very diff erent stories of what happened 
behind the scenes.

Regards, Gerben

CELEBRATING 37 YEARS EUDXF

37EUDXF
NOVEMBER

EUDXF
ACTIVITY MONTH

The title is actually quite a 
good summary, because that 
it was; an activity month. 
Although it initially 
seemed that there was 
not much enthusiasm 
for “another activity 
month”, we can look 
back on a November 
month where the 
EUDXF was active 
almost daily some-
where on a band 
somewhere in the 
world. With 17 Special 
Event Stations active 
from 9 diff erent coun-
tries, the EUDXF com-
munity turned out to be 
an active community that 
made itself heard. It remains 
a pity that we cannot activate 
more countries, but who knows, 

the result of 2023 may also inspire 
other EUDXF members to partici-

pate in this event from their 
country. Participating in this 
event is certainly satisfying 

and it was a nice surprise 
to have a another non-
European 37EUDXF sta-

tion joining the party: 
DU37EUDXF. Together 
with AX37EUDXF they 
sure broadened the 
audience to Asia. Al-
though some were 
quite surprised with 

this participation, it is 
actually only logical be-

cause EUDXF members 
can be found all over the 

world. After all, DX is an in-
ternational activity and the 

EUDXF plays an active role here 
which is cross-border.
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Not all stations are BIG GUNS, even with modest 
means you can already contribute to such an event 
where it is all about activity. The activated callsigns 
in 2023 were:

A BIG THANK YOU to all operators who have com-
mitted!! To make it clear that the activity month was 
actually an activity month with over 60.000 QSO’s in 
the various logs.

Another aspect of this activity month is the 
37EUDXF Award. Despite the somewhat higher diffi  -
culty for the gold and platinum award, I still received 
award requests from 105 diff erent stations for a total 
of 210 awards.

Thank you to all those who have worked and hope 
we will meet again at the 38th anniversary of the 
EUDXF in November 2024 during the 38EUDXF Activ-
ity Month. 

73 Alex PA1AW

AX37EUDXF VK2WN
DLØEUF DJ8NK DL5EBE DL1PAN DL7AFS
DU37EUDXF DV1K
HA37EUDXF HA5MA HA7TM
OE37EUDXF OE6VIE
OP37EUDXF ON6CC
PA37EUDXF PA1AW
PB37EUDXF PB5X
PC37EUDXF PC4E
PD37EUDXF PD4RD
PE37EUDXF PA3GDG
PF37EUDXF PB7Z
PG37EUDXF PG5M
PH37EUDXF PA2TMS
PI37EUDXF PA3EWP & members PI4COM
TM37EUDXF F6EXV F2VX
 UE37UEF Miller DX Group

37
 ye

ars serving DX community

37 years EUDXF  1986 – 2023
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Swains Island is an atoll located in the 
South Pacifi c Ocean, roughly in between 
Tokelau and Samoa. After Captain Swains 
discovered the coral island, it was sold 
to Eli Hutchinson Jennings in 1856 for
a handful of dollars and a bottle of gin. 
Although Swains Island is politically part 
of American Samoa, the descendants of 
the Jennings family own this atoll to this 
day. 

At a great distance from the neighbor-
ing archipelagos of Tokelau and Samoa, 
this small atoll was granted its DXCC
status in July 2006 and became a sought-
after country for the global DX commu-
nity. It was fi rst activated by the KH8SI 
DXpedition in 2006 and afterwards by 

Alex Jennings and his wifeAlex Jennings and his wife

Swains Island 2023 Swains Island 2023 

The W8S Team was fi nally completed and consisted of 10 Ham radio operators, all 
Team members had their own special responsibility: DJ9RR Heye (Antenna specialist), 
DL2AMD Rainer (Medical Doctor), DL6JGN Hans (Team-Leader/ Treasurer), KO8SCA 
Adrian (Licenses and communications), NG7M Max (IT-Specialist), PA2KW Evert (Equip-
ment manager), PA3EWP Ronald (Co-team leader / PR and sponsoring), PA4WM Mar-
tin (Antenna manager), PA5X Johannes (Operation manager), PG5M Gerben (Antenna 
and Camp manager). We had a good mix of operators for a multi-mode DXpedition. 

two large scale DXpeditions in 2007 by 
N8S and in 2012 by NH8S. In 2016 Hans 
DL6JGN and Ronald PA3EWP took the 
lead to prepare for a new DXpedition to 
Swains Island, and the fi rst contact with 
Alex Jennings was made. In 2019, the 
plan took shape, and an international 
team of 10 operators was put together. 
The challenges were enormous. An un-
inhabited island... Everything had to be 
thought through for the journey, how 

do we get there, food, water, generators, 
fuel, medical facilities, but above all the 
technical implementations. Antennas 
were built and equipment was tested. 
4 wooden boxes containing 300 Kgs of 
masts and other equipment were ready 
to be shipped from Europe when disaster 
struck. Due to a defective ship, we initial-
ly had to postpone the planned DXpedi-
tion in 2020 and ultimately cancel it due 
to the worldwide corona epidemic and 
the travel restrictions it entailed.

In the following years, contacts were 
maintained, and preparations continued 
slowly behind the scenes. At the begin-
ning of 2023, a contract was drawn up 
with the owner and his team and it in-
cluded, among other things, that an 
American Samoan support team would 
organize the boat trip from Pago Pago 
(American Samoa) to Swains Island. The 
support Team would provide food, water, 
generators, fuel, and everything neces-
sary for a stay of 10 operators for 14 days 
on the island.

A lot of preparation work was already 
done during our fi rst attempt. But due to 
changing propagation during the new 
activation window, there were a lot of 
changes especially in the antenna setup. 
The propagation on the higher bands 
were now predicted to be much better 
than in 2020, so we changed our anten-
na setup. For the higher bands we made 
more VDA antennas. We also added 6 
meter to our list. We wanted to make also 
the fi rst EME contact from Swains. The 
demand for 6 meters was very high for 
Swains, especially from Japan.

 3 months before our scheduled de-

Johannes PA5X, Adrian KO8SCA, Max NG7M, Gerben PG5M,  Johannes PA5X, Adrian KO8SCA, Max NG7M, Gerben PG5M,  

Ronald PA3EWP, Martin PA4WM, Evert PA2KW, Rainer DL2AMD, Ronald PA3EWP, Martin PA4WM, Evert PA2KW, Rainer DL2AMD, 

Hans-Werner DL6JGN, Heye DJ9RRHans-Werner DL6JGN, Heye DJ9RR

Left to rightLeft to right

W8S – DXpedition to Swains Island
BY RONALD STUY, PA3EWP



EUDXF newsletter 1• 2024 7

parture we had weekly conference calls 
with the team. During these meetings 
each member gave a short status update 
about their scope. We made a complete 
DXpedition manual and all plans were 
described in detail, enabling all Team 
members to know exactly what was go-
ing on.

We had also some antenna workshops 
where we came together and built up 
the antennas planned for the DXpedi-
tion. This to avoid surprises when we 
would install the antennas on the Island. 
Martin (PA4WM) made a propagation 
overview for all bands for both SP and 
LP and these overviews were printed 
and laminated available on each table 
in the DXpedition camps and published 
on our website. Evert (PA2KW) made all 
the cables for connecting the laptops 
to the radios and amplifi ers. Johannes 
(PA5X) made the operating schedules 
and arrangements with the Pilot stations. 
Gerben (PG5M) and Hans (DL6JGN) had 
weekly contact with Alex Jennings (the 
owner of Swains Island) about all kind of 
subjects that had to be arranged. These 
are just some points what had to be ar-
ranged for this kind of operation. Luckily, 
we had no concerns about all the items 
related to our stay on Swains Island.
All things like, food, drinks, tents, tables, 
chairs, beds, generators, fuel and so on, 
were all arranged by Alex Jennings Team.

In 2023 we had in total approximately 
50 KG more equipment compared to 
the fi rst attempt in 2020. In advance we 
had sent 6 transport boxes within total 
330 KG of equipment to American Sa-
moa. 

All equipment in the boxes was listed 
and marked piece by piece to identify 
per item for which camp it was. 3 boxes 
for Camp Red and 3 boxes for Camp Blue. 
1 ½ week before our arrival the boxes 
arrived on American Samoa, at Alex Jen-
nings his place. 

From the beginning we made the deci-
sion that one of the operators must be a 
person with medical background. Rainer 

(DL2AMD) is a retired surgeon. We were 
on a remote island, if something would 
happen, it would take at least 30 hours 
before someone is in the hospital. There-
fore, we also brought a lot of medical 
supplies with us, which we luckily didn’t 
have to use at all.

When travelling to Swains Island, we 
started our journey all from diff erent 
countries, but our meeting point was 
Honolulu Hawaii. 2 times a week there is 
a fl ight from Hawaii to American Samoa. 
After arriving on American Samoa, we 
still had a few more days before our de-
parture by boat to Swains Island. 

During this preparation phase on 
American Samoa there was still a lot of 
work to do like: confi guring all laptops 
and radios, so everything was the confi g-
ured in the same way, buying some ad-
ditional materials, fi xing 4 boxes which 
were damaged due the transportation, 
fi nding a company to ship all equipment 
back to the Netherlands after the DX 
pedition was fi nished. We got a message 
from the government body controlling 
the vessel movements that our depar-
ture for Swains Island was postponed 
by a few days due bad weather incurred 
during the previous days. We were able 
to negotiate with the Government body 
to try to reduce the delay. We managed 
to join the vessel on a combined trans-
port and managed to reduce the delay 
to only 2 days. Our sailing trip to Swains 
was extended by 8 hours, since we fi rst 
had to pass by the Islands of Tau and Ofu, 
to deliver supplies before setting sail to-
wards Swains.

The almost 30-hour journey across the 
Pacifi c Ocean went via the Manu’a Is-
lands and the measures against seasick-
ness were thoroughly tested, especially 
at the beginning of the journey the ship 
was rolling on the mighty Ocean swell. At 
dawn Swains appeared in front of us. A 
landing craft with a loading ramp and a 
small boat were hoisted overboard, and 
then the fi rst team members were able to 
set foot on land after an exciting passage 

over the reef. An incredibly special expe-
rience. Swains is a beautiful small atoll, 
uninhabited and remote from any conti-
nent. As a scientifi c research team once 
called it, “The last jewel of the planet”.

By sailing up and down between the 
supply vessel and the Island, the beach 
was quickly fi lled with all the things we 
brought with us and the boxes and suit-
cases were arranged into the two camps. 
Martin (PA4WM) and Gerben (PG5M) 
were coordinating the setup of each 
camp. As soon as the tents were ready, 
the radio equipment was installed, and 
the generators were running, we started 
with making the fi rst QSO’s at the end 
of the afternoon. We still needed a full 
day to setup all the other antennas and 
equipment in the simmering heat. 

We had approx. 1,200 meter of coax-
cables. All the coax cables were assem-
bled, made to length, and marked with 
labels to indicate the camp and band/
antenna.

Band

160 meter
80 meter
60 meter
40 meter
30 meter
20 meter
17 meter
15 meter
12 meter
10 meter
6 meter

Antennas camp Blue

Vertical

Vertical

VDA
VDA
VDA
VDA
VDA

Antennas camp Red

Top loaded vertical

Invered L on 160 m mast
Phased vertical
VDA
Hexbeam
VDA
Hexbeam
VDA
Hexbeam
8 elements Yagi (M2)

Swains taxiSwains taxi
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We planned our antenna setup in
advance via Google Maps. The sequence 
of antennas as well as the spacing be-
tween the antennas were all considered 
in advance, to minimize the interference 
between the antennas and stations. 

This operating schedule involved each 
operator to alternate between shifts
of 3 to 5 hours in diff erent camps with 
several hours of rest in between. During 
these rest periods we stayed in the main 
camp where the sleeping tents and the 
kitchen area were set up under a tarpau-
lin. Showering was a luxury that did not 
exist at Swains, but we kept ourselves 
clean with rainwater collected in a bar-
rel. Adventurous splashing, we had no 
complaints about the care of the support 
Team. The support team consisted of Alex 
Jennings, his wife, a few family members 
consisting of ladies who operated the 
fi eld kitchen and a team of sturdy and 
handy guys for all other work. They were 
fi shing every day on the reef, so we ate 
regularly fresh fi sh. The famous coconut 
crab residing on Swains Island was also 
occasionally on the menu. The island was 
used as a coconut plantation during the 
last century. The jungle of coconut trees 
provided us with delicious coconut milk 
in abundance.

Each operator could choose the band 
or mode he wanted. The operator had 
only to be aware of the propagation fore-
cast and planning to reach diffi  cult areas 
at certain times that we had made in ad-
vance. The most diffi  cult area to reach 
from Swains was Western Europe. The 
third station in each camp could be used 
by any operator that was available and 
wanted to operate a little bit more or one 
of the other operators could use the third 
station running FT8 in parallel with CW or 
SSB on the main station. A few operators 
did use this combination of operating 
two stations in parallel, which worked 
surprisingly well. From the beginning 
the Team decided not run any automatic 
station on FT8, there was always an op-
erator at the keyboard/mouse. That was 
the reason why we used WSJT-X in Fox 
Hound mode to make the FT8 QSO’s.

We were operating from 2 diff erent 
camps (Red and Blue), which were sepa-
rated by approx. 400 meters in between 
them. In total we would have 17 anten-
nas installed, both camps had all bands 
available except for 6, 60, 80 and 160 
meters. Camp Blue had the 80 meter an-
tenna and camp red the 6, 60 and 160 
meter antennas. Each camps had 3x Ele-
craft K3/K3S radios and 3x SPE 1.3 or 1.5 
amplifi ers and 2 RF-KIT RF2K-S amplifi ers, 
bandpass fi lters between radio and am-

6m beam pointing to the moon6m beam pointing to the moon

6m setup6m setup
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plifi er and a complete set of 4O3A high 
power band pass fi lters were installed on 
a dedicated switch board. The logging 
was done with N1MM+ and WSJT-X, the 
laptops were connected with each other 
using a network. 

We were all very happily surprised that 
we had no interference at all from the 
other stations. Many times, we were ac-
tive with 2 stations on the same band 
(CW and SSB) without any QRM from the 
other camp. It was also great to notice 
during the same time period the VDA 
performed better than the Hex-beam 
for Europe. On the Hexbeam in SSB we 
didn’t work any EU and on the VDA in CW
mainly EU, with good signals.

Adrian (KO8SCA) had prepared the 6 
meter EME station at home. Everything 
worked fi ne, so he was prepared for 
Swains. There was only a window of a few 
days that it was possible to work EME. 
Due to our 2 days delay, we had only
2 days left for our EME attempts. Adrian 
managed to work 3 stations via the moon 
on 6 meter, NØTB, K9RX and KJ9I were the 
lucky stations. Many stations have heard 
us, but unfortunately, we were unable 
to hear them. After this EME attempt we 
also worked 387 stations via F2 propaga-
tion using  FT8. 

Europe was the most diffi  cult path from 
Swains, on 160 m we worked only some 
East Europeans. On the other bands we 
focussed during the openings on Europe. 
For Western Europe, Swains was number 
17 on the most wanted list. If we look at 
the fi gures by continent, we did a very 
good job. Asia: 28.6% Europe 35.9% and 
North America 30.4%. The most QSOs 
we made were in FT8 (44.718), in CW 
(34.594) and 12.135 QSOs in SSB. On this 
DX pedition we had this time more op-
erators interested in CW than in the other 

Antennas camp RedAntennas camp Red

Camp BlueCamp Blue

Assembling our 6m beamAssembling our 6m beam

Adrian KO8SCAAdrian KO8SCA
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Camp BlueCamp Blue Camp RedCamp Red

PG5M GerbenPG5M GerbenCamp BlueCamp Blue

VDAs on the beachVDAs on the beach

Martin PA4WM in CW pile-upMartin PA4WM in CW pile-up
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Operators protected against mosquitoesOperators protected against mosquitoes

Patchpanel with bandpass filtersPatchpanel with bandpass filters
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modes. But after all we all were very satis-
fi ed with a total of 91.847 QSO’s in 9 days 
of operating.

At the end of our radio adventure, we 
were all exhausted. We had a very inten-
sive schedule, sleeping during daytime 
was more or less impossible due the 
heath 40C degrees Celsius and don’t for-
get the humidity, 90% or higher. These 
adverse conditions cost a lot of energy. 

We had several pilot stations across the 
world who informed the Chief Pilot Alex 
(PA1AW) about the conditions, openings 
and so on.  We had daily contact with 
Alex for the latest info.

One day before our departure we took 
down the Blue camp and the last day 
camp Red. We had a few hours sleep be-
fore it was high tide, and the crew of the 
ship could start loading all the stuff  on 
the Manu’atele vessel for our return trip 
to Pago Pago. The return trip was a jour-
ney of 22 hours.

Arriving early morning at Pago Pago, 
we had 1½ day on American Samoa and 
there was still a lot of work to do. We had 
to do the fi nal packing of the equipment 
and to prepare packing-lists. Finding the 
best route to ship the equipment back 
to the Netherlands. We requested some 
additional quotes to fi nd the best way. 
After our last dinner with Alex Jennings, 
his family, and some of his crew mem-
bers we went to the airport for our return 
fl ight via Hawaii. 2 days later, all the team 
members were back home.

This was a great Ham radio adventure, 
one that we will never forget! We made 
many operators happy with an all time 
new one. We would like to thank the 
many people that make this DXpedition 
a great success. Especially Alex Jennings 
and his crew, they did a fantastic job, 
everything was perfectly well organized. 
And off  course all the DX clubs and indi-
vidual sponsors for the fi nancial support. 
The pilot stations for their eff orts, and our 
corporate sponsors for their contribution 
of some of the equipment. And at last, 
our QSL manager Charles, MØOXO and 
out multimedia manager Alex PA1AW.


For more information look at our web-

site http://swains2023.com, via Facebook 
swains 2023 or Twitter (X) swains2023.

On behalf of the entire team Ronald 
PA3EWP

Entire team back in Pago PagoEntire team back in Pago Pago

Ronald PA3EWP operating FT8Ronald PA3EWP operating FT8

Rainer DL2AMD showing the meal for the eveningRainer DL2AMD showing the meal for the evening
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Sleeping areaSleeping area

W8S Team W8S Team 
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CYØS – Sable Island 2023
BY JOHN J. SLOUCH, K4ZLE

According to our team leader, Murray, 
WA4DAN, Sable Island is a very special 
place. After my participation in the 2023 
CYØS operation, I must agree with him. 
To fi nally obtain permission to make this 
multi-operator, multi-day DXpedition 
a reality. it took multiple phone calls,
several trips from his home in North
Carolina to Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, Cana-
da, and additional 
short trips out to 
Sable Island itself. 
All of this was at 
his own expense.

Our on-island 
team consisted 
of the following: 
Murray, WA4DAN; 
Dan, W4DKS; John, 
W2GD; Lou, N2TU; 
Lee, WW2DX; 
Craig, K9CT; Glenn, 
WØGJ and Jay, 
K4ZLE. The sup-
port team was Pat, 
N2EIN; Bill, K5DHY; 
Randy, NØTG; Bob, 
K4UEE; Hal, N4GG; Chaz, W4GKF; San, 
K5YY and John N8AA. There were no 
rookies on either team. Two are offi  cers 
of NCDXF. Two are directors of INDEXA. 
Three are CQ DX Hall of Fame members. 
Two are CQ Contest Hall of Fame mem-
bers. Over half of the team had previ-
ously operated from ‘top ten’ entities. Our 
results bear witness to the quality of the 
team. 

We operated 10 m – 160, 2 m EME, 6 m, 
and Satellite. Modes were CW / SSB / FT8 
/ FT4 / RTTY. Antennas used were as fol-
lows: Hy-Gain 20-15-10 monoband ya-
gis, a Cushcraft 12/17 A3WS duobander 
with diplexer, verticals on 30 m – 160 m 

(using Spider Poles), and a 60 m dipole. 
The same Spider Pole supported both 
the 160 and 80 m verticals. This limited 
us to having only one or the other band 
operational at a given time. On HF there 
were 4 K3’s and, 3 KPA500 amps, The VHF 
station consisted of an IC-705 Transceiver 
and Italialabs 1KW SSPA amplifi er; LNA: 

Antennas-Amplifi ers EME2-144; Anten-
nas: 2 X 12 Element Antennas-Amplifi ers 
PA144-12-7AGPL; 3 element yagi for 6 m, 
G5500 + RT21 AZ/EL Controller. 

Originally, we had planned to have 
near real time ClubLog feeds, but the
existing internet on Sable would not
support that mode. True to the time prov-
en adage, “Plan well but also plan to inno-
vate”, we had to change those plans. As a 
result, logs were pulled from the master 
at least twice per day and sent to K5DHY 
for ClubLog upload. 

This was not a tent and generator oper-
ation, but that does not mean there were 
no other obstacles to overcome besides 

intermittent internet. While the weather 
on Sable was not as intense as some
previous venues, it was not a summer 
stroll on a tropical beach. We experi-
enced snow in some amount every day 
except one. Temperatures were generally 
in the 30’s F. Wind was almost a constant 
25 knots with gusts into the low 50’s. 

Weather is also 
a limiting factor 
traveling to/from 
Sable, sometimes 
delaying plans for 
days. We were de-
layed by half a day 
traveling to Sable. 
Because Halifax 
was fogged in on 
our scheduled de-
parture day, we 
were delayed a day 
in departing Sable. 
That extra day al-
lowed us to push 
our total Q’s over 
80,000.

The island is a 
Canadian National 

Park Reserve and access is normally limit-
ed. Because of its protective status, no in-
tervention is permitted between wildlife 
and humanity. The island is as pristine as 
nature provides. Intervention is prohibit-
ed, but scientifi c research abounds. One 
scientist, Zoe Lucas, has over forty years 
of experience as a naturalist on Sable
Island. She does continuous research and 
monitoring involving terrain restoration 
projects and biodiversity studies. While 
there, we were informed that more than 
500 wild horses currently make their 
home on this island. In addition, it is es-
timated that 300 to 400 thousand seals 
come to the island during the winter 



EUDXF newsletter 1 • 202416

months to breed and pup. More than 350 
species of birds have been recorded on 
the island. 

Sable is a shifting crescent shaped 
sandbar. It gets its name from the French 
“l’île de Sable” which means island of 
sand. It is approximately 300 km (190 mi) 
southeast of Halifax, Nova Scotia, and 
about 175 km (109 mi) southeast of the 
closest point of the mainland. It is not 
more than 1.6 km (1 mi.) across its widest 
location and about 42 km (23 mi.) long. 

Because, Parks Canada does not rec-
ommend coming by boat, transport was 
via air. Normally that would entail a char-
ter with Sable Aviation on their BN-2A 
Britten Norman Islander from Halifax, NS. 
Since there were eight of us on the team, 
we would have had to make two trips 
going and coming. Instead, we chose 
to also use Vision Air and their Sikorsky
SK-76A++ helicopter. Otherwise, it would 
have taken two days each way. Our to-
tal weight allowance spread between 
the two aircraft was 3,000 pounds. We 
all committed to personal weight of no 
more than 240 pounds each, including 
personal items which included food for 
the entire island stay. Murray spent many 
hours (days) juggling equipment com-
position vs weight to meet the weight 
restrictions. There is no airstrip on the
island, so fi xed wing takeoff s and land-
ings are on the sandy beach. 

We arrived on the island on March 
20th. And departed on March 31. Ex-
cept during the WPX contest, we oper-
ated split. Even though ClubLog had 
rated CYØ at 49, the piles were gener-
ally massive. The team participated as a
Multi-Multi entry in the WPX SSB contest 
with the plan to satisfy much of the phone 
demand during that time. We made 
nearly 7,900 QSOs during the contest in 
spite of a G-3 solar event. This resulted 
in a new Canadian Multi-Multi record. 
Overall Japan, Oceania, Africa, and South 
America were our priorities when there 
were openings. FT8 was exclusively Fox/
Hound mode. On EME & SAT operation, 
Lee, WW2DX focused on 2 m EME, 6 m, 
and satellite. As mentioned previously, 
we did make some RTTY and FT4 QSOs. 
Total Q’s approached 85,000. As a result 
of this expedition Sable Is dropped from 
49 to 73 as of Sep 2023 on the ClubLog 
needs list. 

I have been on many DXpeditions, 
some at the top of the needs list, and 
while those were once in a lifetime ex-
periences, I consider this operation from 
Sable Island another once in a lifetime 
event. There is much history of this island 
not herein covered and so much beauty 

to be admired. I have been truly fortu-
nate to visit this place. It is the team’s 
hope that you made it into the log, if 
you wanted to and if you did not, I fear it 
could be another seven years plus before 
it is activated again. However, if Murray 
has anything to do about that, perhaps it 
shall not be so long. Time will tell. 

As a representative of the team, we are 
thankful for the individuals and organi-
zations that made this operation pos-

sible. We are especially appreciative of 
Parks Canada staff  (Sarah Medill and Ken 
Wile), our aviation partners and Zoe Lu-
cas for their participation. And, of course, 
without the fi nancial support of organi-
zations like yours, operations like this 
would possibly not happen. Thank you 
for your support.

As and aside and a teaser, many of the 
same team members are hoping to acti-
vate CY9, St Paul Island, in 2024. 
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Yuris YL2GM and XYL ZigridaYuris YL2GM and XYL Zigrida

Our hotel and QTH on the Kavaratti IslandOur hotel and QTH on the Kavaratti Island

VU7W – Lakshadweep Islands
BY YURIS PETERSONS, YL2GM

Hello friends! This year started with a 
plan to visit Lakshadweep Islands for one 
DXpedition from April 15 – April 29, 2023. 
However, this turned out to be double 
DXpedition with secondary visit from 
June 8 – June 19, 2023. Here is a short 
story summarizing both parts with some 
pictures and results.

The journey started on 13th of April from 
hometown Valka located in NE of Latvia. 
Together with XYL Zigrida we drove 
to Riga international airport. As usual, 
the car was packed with antennas and 
equipment, this time with a total weight 
of 100 kg. With 4 connection fl ights start-
ing from Riga to Istanbul, Delhi and Kochi 
we reached Agatii Island, from where we 
continued our trip to Kavaratti Island by 
passenger ferry.

We reached Kavaratti Island on April 
15th late afternoon. During twilight time 
I managed to set up EFHW and made the 
fi rst QSOs in FT8. The hotel we stayed in 
was a three-story building with a fl at roof 
divided into segments with one of them 
being elevated. There was already an 
antenna mast placed on one of the seg-
ments, however, I could not use it for my 
antennas because it was bent. The other 
segment was covered with solar panels 
which made it diffi  cult to place the Spi-
derbeam there. As well the panels made 
noise and interference on the bands.

The next day I continued and managed 
to set up the Spiderbeam by fi xing it to 
the center point of the building between 
both segments. With the hotel staff  I ar-
ranged to switch off  solar panels that sig-
nifi cantly reduced the noise levels. How-
ever, it was still pretty high because of a 
very densely populated area right next 
to us where no one seems to care about 
electricity saving because the lights are 
turned on 24/7. 
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Yuris YL2GM and Mr.Aboobacker VU3EBXYuris YL2GM and Mr.Aboobacker VU3EBX

On Monday 17th of April, we encoun-
tered our fi rst electricity shortage for 
two hours and the staff  told us it’s due to
construction works nearby. Later, while 
turning the antenna, I found out that 
two elements were tangled, and I had 
to climb up to fi x this. During the day 
temperatures are +35 °C and working 
in the sun is quite extreme, so I planned 
all outside tasks for late afternoons or 
early mornings, but I still managed to get
sunburns.

On Thursday 20th of April, I set up the 
FT-710 transceiver on FT8 as a second-
ary position. The main position is with 
Sun SDR + SPE Expert intended for CW 
and SSB. Unfortunately, SSB had very low 
activity, only ~ 80 QSOs with EU, 4X, BY 
and JA6. All attempts to reach JA3 were 
unsuccessful.

Later that day we were visited by Mr. 
Aboobacker VU3EBX who is the only
radio amateur on the islands. He invited 
us to join for an excursion and to visit the 
islands’ lighthouse and water desalina-
tion plant. At the end of the expedition,
I gave the 6 m antenna to Mr. Abooback-
er so he could make QSOs from the island 
in future. A couple of days before the end 
of the expedition I set up an LBS vertical 
and that resulted in new QSOs on 60 and 
160 m. 

At the end of part 1, our hotel adminis-
trator Jaff er told us that next week he was 
going to Minicoy Island, and he invited 
us there. As these dates aligned with our
future plans that we did not know at that 
point, this came true, and we met again 
later in 2nd part of this same DXpedition.

While being on the way home I re-
ceived from a Japanese amateur radio 
group proposed to visit the Island again. 
They supported this fi nancially and with 
6 m antenna from JA1BK. As I decided to 
do this, I left all my equipment in the ho-
tel storage in Kochi city, and we contin-
ued our way home.
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Yuris YL2GM with expedition flag next to ferry Yuris YL2GM with expedition flag next to ferry 

from Kochi to Minicoy Islandfrom Kochi to Minicoy Island

The living apartmentThe living apartment

Celebrational dinnerCelebrational dinner



On 3rd of June, we started our 2nd trip 
from Riga international airport to Kochi 
with two connection fl ights through
Dubai and Muscat. Until the ferry depar-
ture on 6th of June to Minicoy Island we 
had two days to spend in Kochi. Later, 
the travel agency informed us that the 
ferry was delayed for one more day till 
the morning of 7th of June. We passed all
security checks and moved in to our
cabin. The ferry was delayed once more, 
and we left the port only after midnight. 

We arrived at Minicoy Island late after-
noon the next day. Transfer from ferry 
to the island was carried out with small 
boats and boarding them was extreme 
because of high waves. From there we 
drove to Minicoy Island resort where 
in total we were staying just 6 guests.
After 3 days me and Zigrida were the
last 2 guests left in the whole resort and 
because of this the personnel called us 
king and queen. Catering was organized 
3 times daily and the meals were fantas-
tic. 

The living apartment was situated on 
the fi rst fl oor and on the second fl oor
I set up my DX station. The fi rst days went 
by as a routine with setting up antennas 
and regularly checking the 6 m band for 
Japan. The fi rst successful day was on 
10th of June when I managed to work 
85 Japanese stations. The propagation 
window was very short for just about
30 minutes. There were no EU stations 
on this band. In total the propagation on 
6 m was four days where I managed to 
work ~200 Japanese stations.

On the 16th of June, my XYL Zigrida had 
her birthday. With the help of hotel staff , 
we organized a surprise cake and a cel-
ebrational dinner in an outside tent on 
the beach. Staff  were wearing colorful 
ceremonial dresses and greeted Zigrida. 
The next day we went for a swim in a la-
goon to see the underwater world. Beau-
tiful coral reefs with lots of colorful fi shes 
were a fantastic sight …  
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When the DXpedition time came to 
an end, staff  informed us that the ferry
departure from the island was postponed 
for 2 days. Because of this I had to cancel 
fl ight reservations and my plans to visit 
Hamfest in Friedrichshafen. Later those 
delays were cancelled so there still was 
some hope for Hamfest.

On 20th of June, we were brought to the 
port and the ferry left on time. The staff  
warmly welcomed us, and they organ-
ized a small excursion for us to visit the 
captain’s bridge. This was new for me as I 
had never visited a captains’ deck before. 
The next day around noon we arrived 
at Kochi port from where we took a taxi 
to the airport. We were lucky to get on 
the next fl ight to Dubai and from there 
to Riga. From airport Zigrida continued 
back home and I fl ew to Friedrichshafen. 
The DXpedition was over, and we were 
tired from the fl ights. As this all was a
success, it brought new energy for me.

Thanks to everyone who supported us 
and followed us on this journey. Thanks to 
everyone who worked VU7W. Altogether 
in both parts 60 k QSOs were made.

Juris /Yuris /YL2GM 

Expedition website: https://lral.lv/vu7w/
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J28MD Djibouti – DXpedition to the Horn of Africa
BY THE MEDITERRANEO DX CLUB

As I write these lines (November
6, 2022), the 2022 Mediterraneo DX Club 
DXpedition to Djibouti with the callsign 
J28MD is coming to an end. The team ef-
fort and the good propagation produced 
a good number of QSOs (over 90k) and 
so everyone in the team is in good spirits 
and preparing for the long way home.

Our location:

The team leaders have found an
excellent operating location about
1 hour drive from the Djibouti’s capital, in 
Arta province, a site located in the top of 
a hill, 700 m (~2000 feet) above the sea 
level.

The location is a hotel but also a train-
ing center for the young people hop-
ping to learn the skills for working in the
hospitability industry.

The hotel manager was very fl exible 
with our requests and that insured our 
operating success.

We have received approval to install 
our numerous antennas in top of the 
buildings, on the hotel grounds, next to 
the buildings, on the fence, even with the 
risk of inconveniencing the other guests 
of the hotel.

The hotel manager was also instru-
mental in dealing with the local military 
administration as he was worried that 
our radio operation might interfere with 
the military activity in the compounds 
nearby.

I should mention here that the Arta
location was not our initial location 

choice. Our initial chosen location was 
near the city of Obok but that location 
turned out to be too close to the “hot” 
border with Eritrea and too close to the 

Djibouti:

Djibouti is a country about the size of 
the state of New Jersey and has a pre-
dominantly Muslim population. For-
merly known as French Somaliland, the 
country took its name as Djibouti when 
it gained independence from France in 
1977.

The country is located in the Horn 
of Africa and it is bordered by Somalia,
Ethiopia, Eritrea and the Red Sea. The 
Port of Djibouti is a maritime port strate-
gically positioned near the world’s busi-
est shipping lanes.

current confl ict areas. So the Djibouti Se-
curity Agency “suggested” that we avoid 
that area and search for a safer location 
closer to the capital city.
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J28MD team meeting in Milano at the Busto Arsizio Radio ClubJ28MD team meeting in Milano at the Busto Arsizio Radio Club

Logistics:

Organizing a 15-men DXpedition with 
the required radios, antennas, amplifi ers, 
computers and all other related equip-
ment in a faraway location is a challenge 
in itself but organizing it in an unstable 
area of the globe such as the Horn of
Africa, adds signifi cantly to the chal-
lenge. To ensure team safety the Italian 
team leaders have worked closely with 
the Italian Consulate in Djibouti who in 
turn established a direct communica-
tion channel with the Djibouti Security
Agency providing the team leaders with 
the details needed to secure a safe loca-
tion for the team.

Of course, not everything worked out 
as planned. It never does. The Djibouti 
Airport Customs Offi  ce is just one such 
an example.

It is always a challenge for many DXpe-
ditions to convince the customs offi  cers 
that all the radio equipment being car-
ried into the country will have no com-
mercial usage but it is just hobby related. 
Djibouti customs was no exception. But 
the vast experience in organizing many 
prior DXpeditions came in handy for the 
team leaders and after long negotiations 
they were able to lower the customs fees 
signifi cantly and that allowed us to start 
the DXpedition without wasting precious 
time.
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Radio Equipment:

The radio equipment consisted of
5 Kenwood TS-590 radios

(a small, light, performant radio 
with an RX input) and

4  ACOM 1011
light, portable, 600 W amplifi er) 
were used for the following

4 operating positions:
CW only
DIGITAL: RTTY & FT8
MIX:  CW & SSB
SSB only

For EME operation an FT857 radio 
was used, with a 1 KW amplifi er 
(PHOENIX 1000 50/70/144 MHz)
There was also a sixth TS-590 ra-
dio, dedicated to the 6 m FT8 op-
eration position.

The J28MD teamThe J28MD team

acquired from participating in previous 
DXpeditions or as part of the daily-life 
job: antenna designers, IT consultants, 
engineers etc.

The Team:

The J28MD team is made up of
15 international ham operators from It-
aly, France, Germany, Romania and USA. 
The team members have met at the start 
of the DXpedition on October 27, 2022 
at the Busto Arsizio radio club. The Ital-
ian hosts at the radio club outside Milano 
have done an incredible job so that all of 
us feel welcome. Italian pasta prepared at 
the club and wine were of course the sta-
ples of the served lunch. The club house 
was the stage for gathering of all the 
equipment and team members before 
the journey to Djibouti. This has been a 
tradition for all the Mediterraneo DX Club 
past DXpeditions.

In every DXpedition each team mem-
ber brings to the team skills which en-
hances the overall success of the DXpe-
ditions. These skills which bring value to 
the team as a whole, are technical skills 

The J28MD team members are:

 1. IZ8CCW, Antonio, Team Leader
 2. IZ4UEZ, Dario, Organizational 

support & low bands
 3. IZ2GNQ, Marco, Technical manager
 4. IZ3GNG, Marco
 5. YO8WW, Gabi
 6. DL8JJ, Emil

 7. DL6LZM, Peter
 8. IK4QJF, Fabio
 9. NG7M, Max
 10. KO8SCA, Adrian
 11. DJ5IW, Gerhard
 12. DL8OBF, Uwe
 13. IU8LMC, Martino
 14. AG4W, Steve
 15. F6IRA, Gilles

All QSO logging laptops run Windows 
10 with the WinTest logging software.

One interesting aspect is the fact that 
our DXpedition provided almost real 
time logging online via the Internet,
using HRDlog (http://www.hrdlog.net/), 
allowing hams to see their QSOs posted 
a few minutes after working our DXpedi-
tion.

Unfortunately the Internet connec-
tion at our hotel was not reliable and so, 
sometimes the live update feature would 
stop working temporarily causing hams 
to doubt their QSO was in the log and 
thus making dupe QSOs.

After two days the team leaders were 
able to discuss this issue with the hotel 
management and we were granted per-
mission to patch directly into the main 
facility Internet router, improving signifi -
cantly the reliability of our Internet con-
nection.

The Flag of Djibouti
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Gilles, F6IRA and Dario, IZ4UEZ adjusting one of the vertical antennasGilles, F6IRA and Dario, IZ4UEZ adjusting one of the vertical antennas

Team members IZ3GNG, IZ2GNQ, IU8LMC, YO8WW and the team leader Team members IZ3GNG, IZ2GNQ, IU8LMC, YO8WW and the team leader 

IZ8CCW raising a wire beam antennaIZ8CCW raising a wire beam antenna

EME antenna, 80 m vertical and wire beam antennas in the sunsetEME antenna, 80 m vertical and wire beam antennas in the sunset

Antennas:

The main ingredient of any DXpedi-
tion are the antennas and so J28MD 
had a wide array of antennas raised 
in the air or laid on the ground to al-
low multiple modes operation simul-
taneously in the same band (in-band 
operation).
4 Spiderbeam wire beams for

10/15/20/40 m as well as the WARC 
bands which generated the bulk 
of the QSOs and took advantage 
of the incredible openings that we 
witnessed in 12 m and 10 m bands.

80 m vertical cu 16 ground radials
builton a fi berglass Spiderpole

160 m Spiderbeam Wire Vertical on a
18 m fi berglass pole with a capaci-
tive hat

BOG (Beverage On the Ground)
RX antennas for NA/EU/AS that 
were shared by multiple stations 
and used for the 160/80/40 m op-
erating

40 m and 60 m verticals
80 m dipole raised between

3 streetlight poles
6 m Hexbeam

2 m beam with 16 elements,
designed by IØJXX
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

Martino, IU8LMC exercising his culinary skillsMartino, IU8LMC exercising his culinary skills

Although the hotel is fenced-in, some 
wild life would always fi nd its way in. The 
large monkeys (Sacred Baboons) seemed 
to particularly enjoy chewing the 160 m 
antenna radial wires. There were also 
some camels on the premises that the 
staff  attempted to ride and sometimes 
we had to make some minor antenna re-
pair as a result.

A camel walking by our Spiderbeam wire beam antennas and the 80 m verticalA camel walking by our Spiderbeam wire beam antennas and the 80 m vertical

But on Saturday evening, other skills 
were revealed when Martino, IU8LMC 
exercised his culinary skills in the hotel’s 
kitchen to prepare an excellent Italian 
evening for the team with pasta, gnocchi 
and pizza.
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Fabio, IK4QJF and Steve, AG4W operating digital modes and SSBFabio, IK4QJF and Steve, AG4W operating digital modes and SSB

Earth–Moon–Earth (EME):

Moonbounce is the technical pinna-
cle of ham radio and consists of send-
ing amateur radio signals to the moon. 
A tiny fraction of those signals get then 
refl ected back to Earth and received by 
another ham located somewhere else on 
our planet.

This was the fi rst ever 2m EME opera-
tion from Djibouti and resulted in 131 
QSOs.

Emil, Dl8JJ was in charge of the EME 
operation and he was challenged by the 
local RF noise, a frequent occurrence 
everywhere in our modern society, and 
thus he needed to change the location 
of the 16 element portable EME antenna 
a few times during our stay here.
Operating:

After the antenna installation at the 
beginning of the DXpedition where eve-
ryone participates, each operator had
2 daily operating shifts of 3 hours each 
and a day off  that the operators could 
use to relax or make excursions nearby.

The focus of the DXpedition has been 
the “human modes”, a.i. CW and SSB and 
that clearly shows in the log statistics. 
The CW contacts are taking a whopping 
35C % of the total log with 25 % in SBB 
while the rest are RTTY, FT8 and JT65 
QSOs.

J28MD has also been active in RTTY, 
giving a chance to those die-heart RTTY 
operators to add J2 to their logs.

For more details, statistics and ad-
ditional pictures from our DXpedition 
please visit the DXpedition homepage 
(https://mdxc.org/j28md/ ) and the 
J28MD Facebook page.

73,
Adrian Ciuperca
KO8SCA
Arta, Djijout
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EUDXF • NEWSLETTER • ARCHIVES
Dear Member/New Member,
You can fi nd all of our newsletters published since 2009 for download here …
(To download please click on the button of the desired issue)

Older issues have only been pro-

duced on paper. Enjoy reading! — 

Enjoy your work.

38
 ye

ars serving DX community

38 years EUDXF • 1986 – 2024
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EUROPEAN DX FOUNDATION E.V.

Section 1
By joining of a member, the association records the name, fi rst name, date of birth (optional), home address and e-mail address of 

the member. This information is stored in the computer systems of the executive committee. Each club member is assigned a mem-
bership number. The personal data are protected by appropriate technical and organizational measures against the knowledge of 
third parties. Other information about the members and information about non-members are only processed or used by the asso-
ciation if they are useful for the promotion of the purpose of the association and there are no indications that the data subject has 
a legitimate interest, which precludes the processing or use.

Section 2
The board announces special events of the association life, in particular the execution of events in the club magazine and/or on 

the club’s own internet pages. Personal member data can be published at this juncture. The individual member may at any time 
object to the publication of such data by the board. In this case, there will be no further publication in relation to this member on 
the notice board and/or in the club magazine and/or the club’s own websites.

Section 3
Only board members and other members who perform a special function in the association, which requires the knowledge of 

certain member data, receive a list of members with the required membership data.

Section 4
The association informs the amateur radio related media about special events. Such information is also published on the website 

of the association. The individual member may at any time object to the publication of his personal data or revoke his consent to 
publication on the Internet. In the case of an objection or revocation, further publications regarding his person are omitted. Per-
sonal data of the withdrawing member will be removed from the homepage of the association.

Section 5
Upon resignation, the data of the member named under section 1 will be deleted from the member list. Personal data of the 

withdrawing member concerning the cash management will be kept for up to ten years from the written confi rmation of departure 
by the Board in accordance with the tax regulations.

Data Protection Declaration
(Members)

EUDXF
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@

Date of birth:

EUROPEAN DX FOUNDATION E.V.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I herewith request membership in the European DX Foundation e.V. (EUDXF).
Membership fees are a minimum of € 25 per year and payable at the beginning of the 
year. Membership will be renewed automatically unless written notice is given not 
later than 6 weeks before the end of the year.

Please mail this application to:

EUDXF e.V.
Robert F. Lörcks, DL1EBV
Sommerlandstraße 23
47551 BEDBURG-HAU
GERMANY

You can e-mail your application to:

eudxf@eudxf.eu

Or get into contact with EUDXF via 
internet: http://www.eudxf.eu
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First name:

Surname:

Call Sign:

Address:

Postal code:

City:

Country:

E-mail:

Date of birth:

Title:

The EUDXF also off ers a family membership. The fi rst member will pay € 25 for full membership. For each 
additional family member € 15 will be charged, given that the family members share the same QTH.

First name:

Surname:

E-mail:

Call Sign:

Date of birth:Date of birth:

Call Sign:

@

Signature: Date:

I would like to become a family life member:  (The price of a family life membership is still EUR 640)

Method of payment:

I will pay the contribution to the bank account of EUDXF:
Bank: Volksbank Kleverland
IBAN: DE65 3246 0422 0205 1830 19
BIC:  GENO DE D1KL L

I will transfer the contribution via PayPal to cashier@eudxf.eu
I have read the privacy policy and herewith accept it.

I can revoke my consent at any time for the future.

I would like to become a life member:  (The price of a family life membership is still EUR 400)
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